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Natural resources have become a key issue in international politics. Competition for access 
to and control of natural resources has intensified, and so have conflicts over the distribu-
tion of benefits as well as over negative environmental and social impacts of exploration 
and production.

The unequal distribution of natural resources between countries and regions has for a long 
time led to contradictory interests and tensions and therefore natural resources are often 
a key factor for conflicts at the national, regional and international level. The capacity to 
resolve extractive industry-induced conflicts will therefore be crucial for global peace and 
security in the next decades. 

In the last decade, a complex body of norms and standards has emerged, focussing above 
all on more transparency in the mining sector, such as the Extractive Industry Transparency 
Initiative (EITI) or the Conflict-Free Smelter Program. Within the EU, two directives have 
recently been formulated requiring large mining companies to disclose payments to govern-
ments and a regulation is currently prepared on so called “conflict minerals”. 

Austria plays – compared to its size – a quite important role in international resource pol-
itics. It is actively involved in discussion and decision taking processes at the EU level. 
Several Austrian companies processing different mineral resources are among the world 
market leaders in their field and are directly impacted by the new regulations.

The aim of the conference is to give an overview of current debates in international resource 
governance and to bring together different stakeholders and positions in order to contribute 
to the debate on international resource fairness. Main questions discussed include:

 ■ What will be the effect of new regulations and policy measures on resource exporting 
countries especially in Africa? How will resource importing countries (including Austria) 
be affected?

 ■ Which kind of measures would additionally be needed in order to improve fairness in 
the field of natural resources?

 ■ Which role can different stakeholders play?

Registration: Ingrid Pumpler, i.pumpler@oefse.at or Phone: +43/1/317 40 10-100
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Speakers:

Robert Holnsteiner is Director General for Energy and Mining at the Austrian Federal Min-
istry for Science, Research and Economy (BMWFW) as well as a lecturer for resource 
management at the University of Vienna. He represents the Ministry in many resource-re-
lated national and international bodies.

Julianna Karall is advisor at the Austrian Mining and Steel Association and Austrian 
Non-Ferrous Metals Federation. She is responsible for trade issues within her organiza-
tions where raw materials policy is an important issue.  She has been deeply involved with 
the issue of conflict minerals since the draft for a EU Regulation on Conflict Minerals was 
issued. Mrs. Karall is holding a law degree (PhD) from the University of Vienna.

Karin Küblböck is an economist with a research focus in the field of international trade, 
private sector development and international development at ÖFSE as well as a lecturer 
in development economics at the University of Vienna.

Marie Müller-Koné is senior researcher on natural resources and conflicts at the Bonn In-
ternational Center for Conversion (BICC). She focuses on research on resource govern-
ance in several (post-) conflict countries in Sub-Saharan Africa and on the links between 
natural resources and conflict.

Emily Norton works in the conflict resources team at Global Witness, a non-governmental 
organisation that works on natural resource fuelled corruption, conflict, and human rights 
and environmental abuse. She focuses on responsible mineral supply chains, particularly 
in the EU context, and she leads the organisation’s work around the upcoming EU legis-
lation.

Antonio Pedro is Director of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa Sub-Re-
gional Office for East Africa. He is a natural of Mozambique and a mineral exploration 
geologist with over 30 years of experience in development issues. He spearheaded the 
formulation of the Africa Mining Vision which was adopted by the African Union Summit 
in 2009. 

By participating in this Event you consent to the publication of photographs and film 
footage that are produced by the organizers during the Event.
Organizers

Programme

13.30: Introduction

14.00: Keynote: Minerals and Africa‘s Development 
 Antonio Pedro, UN Commission for Africa

14.40: Austria’s role and position in global resource politics 
 Robert Holnsteiner, Federal Ministry for Science, Research  
 and Economy

15.20: Coffee Break

15.40: Transparency Initiatives, Conflict Minerals  
 Regulations & Co
 Scope and critical assessment from different  
 perspectives

 Emily Norton, Global Witness
 Julianna Karall, Austrian Mining and Steel Association
 Marie Müller-Koné, Bonn International Center for  
 Conversion

17.00: World Cafe: Navigating the tensions between  
 supply security, resource based development and  
 ecological sustainability 

18.00: Concluding Discussion: Which Governance for  
 International Resource Fairness?

 Emily Norton, Robert Holnsteiner, Julianna Karall,   
 Marie Müller-Koné, Antonio Pedro

19.00: End of Conference

Facilitation: Karin Küblböck, ÖFSE


