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In several Latin America countries, center-left and left parties came into govern-
ment at the turn of the new Millenium (e.g. Venezuela, Ecuador, Brazil, Bolivia). 
Based on the intensification of resource extraction and higher public appropriation 
of related rents, those governments could achieve substantial improvements of  
living conditions especially of the poorer parts of society. In many parts of the 
world, the social progress in those countries served as an example for creating 
social change. However, in the past years, many of these governments entered 
into political crises, eventually leading to their replacement by conservative parties. 

Which factors contributed to this reversal? What are differences and commonal-
ities in the different countries? What will be the consequences? Which lessons 
could be learned?

Registration: Ingrid Pumpler, office@oefse.at or Phone: +43/1/317 40 10-100

By participating in this event you consent to the publication of photographs and film footage that are 

produced by the organizers during the event. 
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Key-Note Speaker

Eduardo Gudynas

is the executive secretary of the Latin American Centre for Social Ecology (CLAES) 
in Uruguay and currently visiting professor at at the Center for Development and 
the Environment in Oslo. He is research associate at the Department of Anthro-
pology, University of California at Davis (US) and researcher at the Uruguayan 
National Research and Innovation Agency. In 2015 he was selected among the 50 
most influential intellectuals in Latin America and Spain. He frequently writes in 
different newspapers, magazines and web portals in Latin America. See his blog: 
www.accionyreaccion.com

Commentators

Tobias Boos

is a researcher at the Institute for Political Science of the University of Vienna. His 
main focus is on progressive governments and populism in Latin America. 

Andreas Novy 

is head of the Institute of Multi-Level Governance and Development at the Vienna 
University of Economics and Business and chair of the ÖFSE board of trustees. He 
focuses on socio-ecological transformation and comparative development studies.

Programme

18.30

Welcome and Introduction
Werner Raza, ÖFSE
Jakob Wieser, DKA

18.45 

Keynote
Eduardo Gudynas, CLAES

19.30 

Comments:
Andreas Novy, WU Vienna
Tobias Boos, University of Vienna

19.50 

Discussion

21.00 

End of Conference

Wine reception

Facilitation: Karin Küblböck, ÖFSE

Conference language: English


