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The negotiations on the Post-Cotonou Agreement between the EU and the ACP-Countries 
(African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States) will start during the Austrian Presidency 
of the Council of the European Union in the second half of 2018. The relationship between 
Africa and Europe is not only, because of the migration issue of major importance. Consid-
ering the economic and geopolitical strategies of China in Africa on the one hand and the 
international consensus of implementing the Sustainable Development agenda on the other 
hand demands new political commitments and new strategies in the European relationship 
with Africa. 

At this event the most important challenges will be discussed from different perspectives 
with representatives of the EU, the Austrian Government and with representatives of Euro-
pean Development Research Organisations and Universities. 

The conference is organised in addition to one other conference during the Austrian Pres-
idency dealing with the African European relationship, which is organised by the Vienna 
Institute for International Dialogue and Cooperation – VIDC (26.11.2018 and 27.11.2018). 
Together we aim at highlighting the importance of the African European relationship and 
offer space for discussions, information and facts about economic and political strategies 
from different perspectives. 

Registration: Ingrid Pumpler, office@oefse.at or Phone: ++43/1/317 40 10-100

October 11th, 2018, 16:00-19:00 

C3 – Centre for International Development 

Sensengasse 3, 1090 Vienna

Convenors:



Speakers:  

Adams Bodomo is Professor of African Studies at the University of Vienna with research expertise 
in African language structures and situations, in Africa-China Relations and Global African diaspora 
studies, documentation and revitalization of African languages and literatures, digital humanities and 
current African and global affairs.

Yenkong Ngangjoh Hodu is a Professor and Chair of International Economic Law and Director of LLM 
programme in International Business and Commercial Law at the University of Manchester School of Law 
in the UK. Before coming to Manchester, he was the programme director on Global Trade and Regional In-
tegration and head of the Trade and Globalisation cluster at the Nordic Africa Institute in Uppsala, Sweden. 
He is an expert in trade and investment law as well as in Africa-EU and Africa-China relations. 

Sylvia Meier-Kajbic is Director of the Department Multilateral Development Cooperation at the Austrian 
Ministry of Europe, Integration and Foreign Affairs. She graduated at the University of Vienna in ethnology 
and started her diplomatic career in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Before she joined the Development 
Cooperation department she served as Austrian Ambassador to Algeria, Azerbaijan and Georgia.

Henning Melber is currently the President of EADI. He directed the Dag Hammarskjöld Foundation in 
Uppsala, Sweden from 2006 to 2012. He was Director of the Namibian Economic Policy Research Unit 
in Windhoek, and Research Director of the Nordic Africa Institute in Uppsala. He is an Extraordinary 
Professor at the University of Pretoria and at the Centre for Africa Studies of the University of the Free 
State in Bloemfontein. 

Michael Obrovsky is Deputy Director and senior researcher at ÖFSE. His work focuses on issues of 
Austrian and international development policy, development cooperation and development financing. 
He gives lectures at the University of Vienna and at the Danube University Krems and is a member of 
various committees of national and international development institutions.

Werner Raza has been Head of ÖFSE since October 2010. As an economist, focusing his research 
on International Trade and Development, he has lectured at several universities and colleges in Austria 
and abroad. In addition, Werner Raza has been a member of various advisory committees in the fields 
of foreign trade promotion, development finance and development policy.

Paul Renier is Deputy Head of the EU-Africa, African Peace Facility Unit, which also includes the 
Post-Cotonou Task Force, at the Directorate General for Development Co-operation of the European 
Commission. Trained as an agronomist with a post-graduate in irrigation engineering, he first worked 
several years for FAO and later joint the Commission, first as adviser in several EU delegations and 
since a couple years as deputy head of unit in the EU Headquarters in Brussels. 

Iina Soiri is director of Nordic Africa Institute – NAI since 2013. Prior to her appointment, she worked 
in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Finland as a senior advisor on development policy and served in the 
Embassy of Finland in Dar es Salaam as senior expert on governance 2006-2010. Iina has spent 20 
years on the African continent as an activist, diplomat, consultant and researcher working for both civil 
society organizations and public sector. 

Programme

16:00
Welcome Address
Werner Raza, Director ÖFSE

Keynote
Yenkong Ngangjoh Hodu, Professor of International Eco-
nomic Law at the University of Manchester

Comment and Discussion 
Adams Bodomo, Professor of African Studies at the  
University of Vienna 

Facilitator: Michael Obrovsky, ÖFSE

17:30
Panel Discussion:
Yenkong Ngangjoh Hodu, Univ. of Manchester

Sylvia Meier-Kajbic, Federal Ministry of Europe, Integration 
and Foreign Affairs

Henning Melber, EADI

Paul Renier, DG DEVCO

Iina Soiri, Nordic Africa Institute

Facilitator: Werner Raza, ÖFSE

Reception

Conference language: English

By participating this event you consent to the publication of  
photographs and film footage that are produced by the organizers  
during the event.


