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Soft loans are an instrument of external finance, which has been extensively used 
by many OECD countries over the last decades. They are characterised by the 
combination of concessional financing and aid tied to procurement from the do-
nor country. While in Austria soft loans are primarily seen as an instrument of 
export promotion, other European countries have used soft loans more explicitly 
as an instrument of development finance and aligned them with their development 
cooperation priorities. More recently, however, some important recipient countries 
of soft loans have graduated from the programmes. Donor countries in general 
have tried to reform their development finance instruments, including soft loans, 
with the aim of increasing the leverage of public ODA funds with private capital. 
Soft loans are thus currently at a critical juncture with regard to their future role 
in development finance. In addition, the current discussions on Financing for De-
velopment in the context of the Post-2015 Development Agenda at UN level as 
well as the discussion on the future of ODA in the OECD/DAC will have important 
repercussions also for soft loans, and more generally, for concessional financing.

The event will present the results of an ÖFSE research project on the institutional 
evolution of soft loans in the Arrangement on Officially Supported Export Credits 
and the comparative analysis of soft loans systems in four European countries. 
In the second part, international experts as well as Austrian policy-makers will 
discuss the future challenges for soft loans and other forms of concessional de-
velopment finance in the context of the current international debate.

Registration: Ingrid Pumpler, i.pumpler@oefse.at or +43 1 3174010-100

Thursday, 20 March 2014, 4 – 6.30 p.m. 
C3-Centre for International Development, 
Sensengasse 3, 1090 Vienna



Panel Speakers:

Lars Engberg-Pedersen is a senior researcher at the Danish Institute of International Affairs in 
Copenhagen. Dr. Pedersen’s areas of expertise include: International and Danish development 
cooperation, capacity development, decentralization, poverty reduction, civil society, institutional 
analysis, his regional expertise is on West Africa.

Livia Fritz holds a diploma in Development Studies from the University of Vienna and has been a 
researcher in the ÖFSE Soft Loan Project.

Paul Hoebink is Director of the Centre for International Development Issues (CIDIN) and a Profes-
sor of Development Studies at Radboud University Nijmegen. His areas of expertise include: Aid 
Policy of the Dutch Government and International Organisations, Project Evaluation, Debt Policy, 
Development and Project-planning. 

Silvia Maca is Head of Department III/7“Export Financing, International Export Financing Policy 
and Risk Management Export Promotion” in the Austrian Ministry of Finance.

Werner Raza is ÖFSE Director and has been the project leader of the ÖFSE Soft Loan Project. 
Dr. Raza is an economist by training, with a specialisation in international economics and develop-
ment. Dr. Raza has been a lecturer at various universities, and has served as advisor to the Austrian 
government on external and development finance as well as on external trade.

Manuel Schuler holds a diploma in Socioeconomics from the Vienna University of Economics and 
Business and has been a researcher in the ÖFSE Soft Loan Project.

Eva Schweiger holds a diploma in Development Studies from the University of Vienna and has 
been a researcher in the ÖFSE Soft Loan Project.

Klaus Steiner is Head of Unit VII.2a “Quality Management and Evaluation” in the General Directo-
rate for Development Cooperation in the Austrian Ministry of European and International Affairs.

 

By participating in this event you consent to the publication of photographs and film footage that 
are produced by the organizers during the event.

Programme

4.00 pm
Welcome: Werner Raza (  Director )

4.15 pm
Presentation of main results of the study 
“Export Promotion or Development Policy?  
A Comparative Analysis of Soft Loan Policies in Austria, 
Denmark, Germany and the Netherlands”  
Livia Fritz, Eva Schweiger, Manuel Schuler and Werner Raza

4.45 pm
Two comments on the study by
Lars Engberg-Pedersen 
Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS)

Paul Hoebink 
Centre for International Development Issues Nijmegen (CIDIN)

5.00 pm
Panel discussion with
Klaus Steiner  
Austrian Ministry of European & International Affairs (BMeiA)

Silvia Maca  
Austrian Ministry of Finance (BMF)

Lars Engberg-Pedersen  
Danish Institute for International Studies (DIIS)

Paul Hoebink  
Centre for International Development Issues Nijmegen (CIDIN)

Chair: Werner Raza,  

6.00 pm
Reception


