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The effects of the climate crisis, as well as those of the COVID-19 pandemic and the 
war in Ukraine are having global impacts. However, the ability to adapt and mitigate 
the consequences is unevenly distributed between the Global North and the Global 
South. The Global South, which is most affected, still does not have a strong voice in 
international discussions. 

While there is a consensus on the need for socially just climate policies globally, it is still 
unclear how to achieve this. Several internationally discussed topics, such as carbon 
pricing or the debates around loss and damage, point to important ethical questions 
and potential trade-offs. Will developing and emerging countries need to choose 
between industrial development and climate goals? Will the poor have to pay the bill 
for the reduction of global greenhouse gases? Is it fair that many poor countries, who 
have contributed little to human-induced climate change, are experiencing severe loss 
and damage? How will their financing needs be met, given their limited technical and 
financial capacity to address the impacts of climate change?

We would like to invite you to an online discussion forum. The aim is to draw attention 
to the effects of the current polycrisis while focusing on the Global South. There is an 
urgent need to address the consequences in the form of renewed and solidary multilateral 
cooperation. The discussion will feature our latest “Austrian Development Cooperation 
2022” flagship report, which addresses these issues and will also be presented there.

We look forward to your participation!

Please register at: registration@oefse.at

After Registration the access code will be sent to you. 

By participating in this event, you consent to the publication of photographs and film 

footage that are produced by the organizers during the event. 

27.03.2023, 17.00 - 19.00 CET

Online via Zoom



Speakers:

Rueanna Haynes is the Director of Climate Analytics Caribbean, and Team Lead of Alliance of 
Small Island States (AOSIS) Support. She provides strategic, technical and diplomatic advice 
to island states in climate change negotiations, as well as training for officials new to the UN 
Climate process. Rueanna holds a Master in International Legal Studies from Georgetown 
University Law Centre, Washington, DC, US and a Master in International Environmental Poli-
cy from Sciences Po, Paris, France.

Karin Küblböck is an economist and senior researcher at ÖFSE, with a focus on natural re-
source policies, private sector development, international trade and investment policies. She 
is also a mediator and professional facilitator. She regularly lectures on her topics at different 
universities and carries out research and consulting projects for public and private institutions. 
She also conceives and facilitates stakeholder participation processes as well as dialogue 
and training events.

Farah Mohammadzadeh Valencia is a PhD candidate at the Mercator Research Institute on 
Global Commons and Climate Change (MCC), Berlin. Her research focus is on understan-
ding public perceptions of climate policy in low- and middle-income countries. Farah holds 
a Masters degree in „Environment, Sustainable Development and Risks“ from Sciences Po 
Paris. Before starting her PhD, she worked for ten years with think tanks and  multilateral de-
velopment banks with a focus on Latin America and Caribbean as well as Sub-Saharan Africa.

Werner Raza holds a doctorate in economics from the Vienna University of Economics and 
Business. Since 2010, he has been Director of ÖFSE – the Austrian Foundation for Develop-
ment Research. His research focus is on International Trade and Development. He has been 
a lecturer at universities in Austria and abroad. In addition, Werner Raza has been a member 
of various advisory committees in the fields of export promotion, development finance and 
development policy.

Gertraud Wollansky is senior advisor on climate issues in the Austrian Ministry for Climate 
Action. She has been working on different aspects of climate change policy for almost 30 
years and has represented Austria in EU committees and expert groups dealing with climate 
issues; currently, she is co-coordinator of the EU group of finance experts and co-chair of the 
Standing Committee on Finance under the UNFCCC. Gertraud Wollansky holds degrees in 
political science and law of the University of Vienna and a Master’s degree on public adminis-
tration of the University of Salzburg.

Programme

17.00
Welcome and introduction
Werner Raza (ÖFSE)

17.10
Steps to achieve socially just climate policies at 
global scale 
Farah Mohammadzadeh Valencia, Mercator Research 
Institute on Global Commons and Climate Change

17.20
Climate justice and Loss and Damages
Rueanna Haynes, Climate Analytics

17.30
How do Austria and the EU contribute to globally 
just climate policies? 
Gertraud Wollansky, BMK – Federal Ministry for Climate 
Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and 
Technology

17.40
Panel discussion: How to achieve socially just  
climate policies at a global scale? 

18.40
Q&A Session

19.00
Closure of the event

Facilitation: Karin Küblböck, (ÖFSE)
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