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The Changing Landscape
Marshalls PLC HRIA 
China Summary

“Delivering on its 
commitment to the 
UNGC, Marshalls is 
engaged in year two of a engaged in year two of a 
four year programme
undertaking Human 
Rights Impact 
Assessments across all 
the plc’s international 
operations.”



The Benefits of Human Rights Impact Assessment 
� ‘As the costs of adjustment fall predominantly on 

producers, they will fall predominantly on rural areas. 
As small (semi-) subsistence producers tend to be less 
competitive, they are likely to lose domestic market 
share to imports, whereas commercial producers are 
the most likely to be able to respond to increased 
competition. Some losses among domestic producers competition. Some losses among domestic producers 
are likely, although there is no strong reason to believe 
that adverse effects will be more severe for small-
holders (who often display remarkable resilience) than 
for larger, more commercial farms.’ Overseas 
Development Institute, ‘Sustainability Impact 
Assessment of Proposed WTO Negotiations, Final 
Report for the Agriculture Sector Study’, 22 April 2005.



The Benefits of Human Rights Impact Assessment 

“To respect human rights, a company must not 
commit, profit by, or facilitate rights violations. At the 
Project, HIV rates were low by Malawian standards, 
due to the remoteness of the area. The influx of non-
local has sparked a local epidemic. Current 
conservative estimates for HIV in the squatter village conservative estimates for HIV in the squatter village 
are 12 percent. Health authorities and senior company 
management suspect rates are more than double 
that”. Nomogaia, Paladin Energy Human Rights 
Impact Assessment (2011) p.19 



Development Programming



A HeRWAI Analysis of the Reproductive Health 
Rights Bill: Addressing Female Genital Mutilation 

in Kenya



HRIAs of Government Spending and Other Policy 
Decisions



Trade HRIAs



Business HRIAs



The Burma Responsible Investment Reporting 
Requirements 

� Us Government reporting requirements which apply to U.S. 
persons with aggregate new investment in Burma over 
$500,000.

� Includes requirement to report on “Due diligence policies 
and procedures (including those related to risk and impact 
assessments) that address operational impacts on human assessments) that address operational impacts on human 
rights, worker rights, and/or the environment in Burma”

� “The report submitted by Crowley Marine Services …states 
only that the company “maintains” policies, without 
explaining, describing, or attaching them to the report 
(Burma: Joint Letter to President Obama on Reporting 
Requirements, signed by 27 NGOs) 


