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Sustainable Development Goals 
• merge development (MDG 2000-2015)  

and environment (Rio 1992-) agendas 
• 17 goals with 169 targets  
• adopted by UN Member States in 2015 
• to be achieved by 2030 
 

SDG 4 on education 
Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all 
• 1 goal with 7 targets and 3 means of implementation 
• merges and significantly expands development (MDG 2000-2015)  

and EFA (Jomtien/Dakar 1990-2015) agendas 
 

Global Education Monitoring Report 
• mandated to monitor and report on education progress in SDGs 

Sustainable Development Goals 



Principles 
• Universally-relevant  
• Rights-based and a public good 
 
Scope 
• Expanded access to all levels of education  
• Holistic and lifelong learning approach 
 
Equity 
• Renewed focus on inclusion, equity and gender equality  
 
Quality 
• Renewed focus on effective acquisition of foundational skills 
• New focus on relevance of learning for decent jobs 
• New focus on relevance of learning for social and civic life 

Sustainable Development Goals 



Four types of indicators to monitor progress in SDGs 
(see Synthesis Report of UN Secretary General) 

 
 Global indicators  
     (in SDG4 11)                       = at least one per target  

 
 Thematic indicators   = includes Global Indicators 

     (in SDG4 43 (32))                          = globally comparable  

                                      indicators 
        
 Regional 
 
 
 National 
 

Different indicators for each SDG target 



Monitoring SDG 4  
“Ensure inclusive and equitable quality 
education and promote lifelong learning 
opportunities for all” 

2016 GEM Report: Content  

Planet: 
environmental 
sustainability 

Prosperity: 
inclusive and 
sustainable 
growth 

People: inclusive 
social 
development 

Peace:  
political participation, 
peace and justice 

Places:  
inclusive and 
sustainable cities 

Partnerships for 
sustainable 
development 



Target 4.1: Primary and secondary education 
263 million children, adolescents and youth are out of school. 

Target 4.3: TVET, higher education and adult education 
207 million are now enrolled in tertiary education worldwide 
Less than 1% from the poorest households complete 4 years 
or more of tertiary education. 

MONITORING SDG 4: SELECT FINDINGS (1) 



Target 4.4: Skills for work 
Possessing strong reading skills doubles the probability of 
having a decent job; only a third of adults are financially 
literate. 

Target 4.5: Inequality 
In 2014, 63% of countries achieved gender parity in primary, 
46% in lower secondary and 23% in upper secondary.  
For every 100 among the richest youth only 36 of the poorest 
youth complete primary education.   

MONITORING SDG 4: SELECT FINDINGS (2) 



Target 4a: Education facilities and learning environments 
3 in 10 primary schools lack an adequate water supply 

Target 4c: Teachers 
In 2014, 82% of teachers had the minimum qualifications 
required to teach in pre-primary education, 93% in primary, 
and 91% in secondary education.  

MONITORING SDG 4: SELECT FINDINGS (3) 

Target 4.7: Sustainable development and global citizenship 
Half of curricula make no mention of climate change 
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MONITORING EDUCATION IN OTHER SDGs 
Education is associated with desirable development outcomes, e.g. 
child mortality rates by maternal education 



MONITORING EDUCATION IN OTHER SDGs 
Education is associated with desirable development outcomes, e.g. 
child mortality rates by maternal education 
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World is not set to achieve key global education 
commitments until 2084. 

PROJECTIONS FOR EDUCATION 2030 

2030 2042 2059 2084 

Universal 
primary 

completion 

Universal 
Upper 

secondary 
completion 

Universal 
Lower 

secondary 
completion 

YEAR 

Education 2030 
deadline 

Education 2030 
deadline 

2042 2059 2084 
YEAR Global average 

Universal 
primary 

completion 

Universal 
Upper 

secondary 
completion 

Universal 
Lower 

secondary 
completion 

2015 

SDGs 
adopted 

2087 2051 2062 

Southern Asia 

after 2100 2080 2089 

Sub-Saharan Africa 



Build capacity 
1. Education ministries should use the findings of 

household surveys to monitor inequality in 
their education systems.  

2.Establish a national assessment framework that 
monitors a range of learning outcomes, 
including for those who left school early. 

3.A focus on education quality means more than 
just a focus on learning outcomes: review 
curricula and textbooks as well. 

4.Monitor a fuller range of lifelong learning 
opportunities, including adult education. 

5.Share best practices of education policy and 
systems within organisations of regional 
cooperation. 

6.Use national education accounts approach to 
improve monitoring of spending.  

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR MONITORING SDG4 
 



Education, if formulated in the right way … 

CAN LEAD TO SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT 



Living sustainably requires a huge shift in mindset 
and education must be a part of that change 

C
re

di
t: 

N
ur

’a
in

i Y
uw

an
ita

 W
ak

an
 



An inclusive education ensures economic growth is 
sustainable and doesn’t leave anyone behind 
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Progress in health, nutrition and gender equality  
is inextricably linked with progress in education 
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An inclusive education is a powerful preventive tool 
and antidote for violence  
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Education must be integrated into urban planning  
to create sustainable cities 
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We must pull together if we are to achieve  
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 
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AID TO EDUCATION 
FELL 4% FROM 2013-14 
INDIVIDUAL DONORS 
DIFFER IN THEIR 
PRIORITIES IN TERMS 
OF EDUCATION LEVELS 
Bit.ly/FundSDG4 
 

Aid to education is declining  
and not effectively targeting those most in need  

PARTNERSHIPS 



PARTNERSHIPS 
More domestic resources are needed if we are to 
achieve our goals  

Education can increase tax compliance 



PARTNERSHIPS 

Since 2003 aid to education in 170 countries has been associated with 
donor trade-related interests, and not numbers in school 

Chad Mauritania 

Niger 

Senegal 

Liberia 
Namibia 

Mongolia Afghanistan 

Timor-Leste 
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FINANCE GAP FOR EDUCATION 

This is equivalent to one week of military spending  

For every child in low and lower middle income countries to benefit 
from 12 years of good quality education by 2030, there is an annual 
external funding gap of US$ 39 billion 



 

1. Sectors need to collaborate 
 
2. Formal and non-formal education are key to 
tackle cross-sector issues 
 
3. Education systems need increased, 
predictable and equitable financing 
 
4. Revisit the purpose of education: 
a) In developing skills policies, consider the 

implications of sustainable growth in the medium- 
and long-term  

b) Civic, peace and sustainability education 
programmes are important levers for SDGs 

 

Policy recommendations 
 

For education to be transformative in support of 
the new sustainable development agenda, 
‘education as usual’ will not suffice 



GEM Report Policy Papers 



POLICY PAPER – LEAVING NO ONE BEHIND 

263 MILLION ARE OUT OF 
SCHOOL AROUND THE 
WORLD.  
ONE IN THREE OF THESE 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH LIVE IN 
CONFLICT AFFECTED AREAS 
Bit.ly/263million 
 



MILLIONS ARE TAUGHT 
AND TAKE TESTS IN 
LANGUAGES THAT THEY 
DO NOT SPEAK AT HOME. 
THIS REINFORCES 
LEARNING GAPS, 
ESPECIALLY FOR THE 
POOREST 
Bit.ly/MLD2016 
 

POLICY PAPER – IF YOU DON’T UNDERSTAND HOW CAN YOU LEARN 



POLICY PAPER – NO MORE EXCUSES 

ALMOST TWO THIRDS OF 
THE WORLD’S REFUGEES 
RESIDE OUTSIDE OF 
CAMPS, LARGELY IN 
URBAN AREAS 
 
INTERNAL 
DISPLACEMENT ALSO 
SEVERELY UNDERMINES 
EDUCATION 
Bit.ly/NoMoreExcuses 
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Download the Report: 
Bitly.com/sdg4all 

 
Blogs:   

gemreportunesco.wordpress.com 
educacionmundialblog.wordpress.com 

#SDG4All 
 @GEMreport 

http://en.unesco.org/gem-report/
http://en.unesco.org/gem-report/
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