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Education: A Human Right and the Foundation 

for Lifelong Learning  

A right defined through: 

• Normative instruments 

� Right to Education (Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, 1948)

� UNESCO Convention against Discrimination in 
Education (1960)

� Convention on Rights of the Child (1989)

� UNCRPD (2006)

• International Commitments to education

� Six Education for All Goals 

� Eight Millennium Development Goals

� 17 Sustainable development Goals – goal 4 on 
education



Guiding principles for ensuring the right to 

quality education

• The Right to Education & its legal framework

• Inclusion in education

• A Human Rights-based approach Education for All



Realizing Education for All – some progress 

since 2000…

• There are 84 million fewer out-of-school children and 

adolescents

…52 million of these are girls

• 34 million more children have gone to school due to 

intensive efforts of EFA movement

• Two-thirds more children are enrolled 

in pre-primary education



.. But still tremendous challenges

• Just a third of countries have achieved all of the 

measurable EFA goals

• Only just over half of countries achieved Universal 

Primary Enrolment

• Sub-Saharan Africa and Southern Asia: still behind in 

education

• At least 250 million primary school age children are not 

learning the basics        disadvantaged children are 

affected the most



• The poorest children are 4x more likely to be out of 

school, and 5x more likely not to complete primary 

education than the richest

• The proportion of out of school 

children in conflict-affected 

zones has grown since 2000

• There remain pronounced 

learning gaps between the most 

least advantaged students

• There is lack of progress in 

literacy among adult women

…and major inequality remains



Who are the marginalized?



Addressing the multiple expressions of 

exclusion in education

• One could be excluded from:

> Exclusion from entry into a school or an educational 
programme; 

> Exclusion from regular and continuing participation in 
school or an educational programme; 

> Exclusion from meaningful learning experiences; 

> Exclusion from a recognition of learning acquired; 

> Exclusion from contributing the learning acquired to 
the development of community and society.



Strategies for tackling marginalization: The 

Inclusive Triangle

Learning environment

Accessibility and affordability Entitlements and  

opportunities

Source: EFA Global Monitoring Report, 2010



Making education inclusive –

changing the paradigm

Moving from a focus on children with 

special  needs to inclusive education



What do we mean by inclusive education?

Aims at offering quality education for all while 
respecting diversity and the different needs and 
abilities, characteristics, and learning expectations 
of the students and communities... 

Addresses social inequity and poverty levels as 
priorities, as these are major obstacles to the 
implementation of inclusive education policies 
and strategies… 

Promote school cultures and environments that are 
child-friendly, conducive to effective learning and 
inclusive of all children, healthy and protective, 
gender-responsive, and encourage the active role 
and the participation of learners themselves, their 
families and their communities. 



What do we mean by inclusive education?
(cont)

• Inclusion is about putting the right to education in 

action

• Inclusion is both a principle and a process

• Inclusion requires adapting and/or transforming the 

education system at large

• Inclusion requires attention to a wide range of 

interventions to to address learning in its holistic 

dimension



An example: Checklist for Inclusive curriculum 

Are principles of non-discrimination, appreciation of diversity and 

tolerance being fostered through the curriculum?

Are human rights and children’s rights part of the curriculum?

Does the curriculum address the coexistence of rights with

responsibilities?

Is the curriculum inclusive of all children?

Is the content of the curriculum relevant to the needs and future of 

children and youth? 

Are the programmes, learning materials and teahcing methods well

adapted and relevant to the lives of youth and adults?

Does the curriculum allow for variation in working methods?

Does the curriculum promote education on health and nutrition?

From UNESCO Policy guidelines on inclusion in education, 2009



• SDG 4: « Towards inclusive and equitable quality

education and lifelong learning for all »

• Addressing the unfinished education agenda

• A lifelong learning appraoch

• Universality

• Inclusion and equity in and through education: 

cornerstone of a transformative education agenda

New SDG 4 – putting inclusive education

at the core



UNESCO’s action in promoting

inclusive education

Monitoring the Implementation…

http://www.unesco.org/new/en/education/themes/leading-
the-international-agenda/efareport/

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0019/001908/190897e.pdf



UNESCO’s action in promoting

inclusive education

…and supporting the Implementation…



UNESCO’s activities in three broad areas 

1) Monitoring the implementation of the right to education

• Monitoring the Convention against Discrimnation in Educaiotn

• Global Data base on the right to education

• Guidelines for reviewing national legal frameworks

2) Enhancing the knowledge base and enable dialogue

• Database with promising practices, developed in cooperation with European Agency for 

Special Needs and Inclusive Education

makes available inclusive policies, curricula and learning materials from around the 

world

• Setting up of a Knowledge community: « Building inclusive societies for persons with

Disabilities »

virtually connects people to share information, initiate dialogue and propose  actions for 

ensuring the rights of people with disabilities



3) Helping countries build capacity for inclusion in education

� Develop policy guidelines

Policy Guidelines on Inclusion in Education

� Provide support for teacher training and community-based

rehabilitiation

Advocacy Kit for Promoting Inclusive Education through

quality pre-service teacher education

Toolkit for Creating Inclusive Learning-Friendly Environments

Community-Based Rehabilitation (CBR) Guidelines

� Promote the use of ICTs in education for persons with disabilities

pecialized training course for people with special needs

UNESCO’s activities
(cont)
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